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By STorvxs May

ST LOUIS, MO If ever an artist koew rivers
and boatmen — it was George Caleb Ringham

(16111578, who devosed much of his carcer 30
degiciing hardy watermen who plied the mighey
Maowran nrd Missianippi Rovers. A selfzinde, self-
tacghl paizter with an active inlecwst in politios
2o rvcogniced in e 1840w that the grvatl rivess
2ad bocome ergines of coltural and comumercial
mpariznoe. The unheralded boat=ies, in his view
were frontiesemen crucal to e progress of an
expandizg zation. Ha depictions were genre
peazdings, o beo surw, but >-ry nd that Binghsn
appevcinied the socoecosmomic significazce of hix
sebjecis and their appeal 10 Easterners seeking
romanticized evocations of the potsowiid West
As such, his river series became » semins lond
mars — sesthetio, somal, ecomomic and political

o the turbplent yoars before the Covill War,

Documenting the magniiude of the artist's
accomplishments, *Navigeing the West: Gearge
Caled Birgham & the River™ an interesting and
mformacive exhibition sepanized by Amon Carter
Moswzm of American Art ned Sai=t louis Art
Moswem, slresdy sows inn Fort Warth, ix oo view in
St Locix throwgh May 17, A bevy of curators from
the two mussums seembled the show ard con-
tritated to the fine catalog. Impertanily, Gy offer
freah insights into how Bingham used =any
pevparnicey drawings in composnyg Sxished paict-
s=gex. On view are 16 iconic puintings that utilized
50 seatchn

“Hagham’s working method, from graphite ssudy
W undgerdrowing 10 fnshed o, is exploced. lin
the exhibition and cotalegl o8 never defore,”
obtscrve Aman Carter director Andrew J. Walker

Mlcr un mvl;w-ud sturt, Bingham quu:kly
lisked portrait s
dwmmd by this robrast “Seif-Portrait of
the Artise,” 1K3S-1885, In his eurly twentios,
the painter looks every bit the smbitious,
determinred und intelligent srtist he had
bhecame, In these and later self lkenesses he
showed the mperfoct it of the wig he wore
after losing his hair to & severe bout of
measies. Saint Lois Art Muscam, 52 Louis,

yet peacefal,
an hit when
American Art-Undon,
rivermen as wild, uncouth and to
the artist’s most famous work.,

sition of 20 of his geare scenes and one landscape. Manocogisn

and

mation’s affinity for

md Sains Louls director Breat B, Bergamn. The
show and pubtliceticn, they add, offer the "oppocte
niny to appreciate Mew ot only the important
wmmentary of Dingham's work ot Aow he
warked ® Wagham, they conclode, was “an artist
wha, dedicated 1o 2ax Jocal scene, trurscnzded 2o
regional mantle o e hix place smong
Americs's grest artods”

Bazghuam wies the firet Ammeracan artist o achievw
national scelmizs and promizence while living
ot of Rix life west of the Missisxippi River. He
ernigrated with his family from western \lr‘mu
o Missouri whes he wax 8. Settling in a2 villyw
nesr the Missouri River, young Gearge had ample
spportunities o chserve L o0 the waterway and
in adjoacen: womns — peoviding subdoects for years of
river paintings. From 1837 to 1545, the Inghams
lived in Arros Rock, wheee the small brick house,
mw within Arrow Rock Stae Mistoric Site, hos
teen designated o Naticonl 1istoric Landmark

By Ms carly twenties, Bagham dad considered
tecoming o lawyer, a minister, o sign panter and a
cabiretmaker. but evemually corcluded he wanted
to be an nrtist — and & good coe. Although ho wis
self-taupie, Binghss was detersmined to boecoeme &
firnt-cwio peofissicas] puinter. He hooed his akalls
through study of drawing manuals ratber than
foerzal seadermic trmnang s throogh vaats East
annd o Europe 1o explore museurns and galleras

By the mid-1830s (30 young man wax making
the rou=ds = = fineenst passter, trwweling to
sotmmunition alosg the Misscuri River and paint-
ing poetraits in o simgle, hard and sty bee clear
snd forceful style. Understanding the motivations

( continued on page 10C )

Bingham's art led to the acqui-
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BADA Antiques & Fine Art Fair

Will Be Presented March 18-24

Julian Simon Fine Art will show “Gondola II” by Jonathan

Pike (b 1949), a signed waterc

olor on paper, United King-

dom, 7% by 5% inches (paper size).

Frank Partridge will offer a pair of Chippendale George III
girandoles, circa 1765, 27 by 50 inches.

LONDON — Long-regarded
as & premier national fair, the
BADA An’nq..ea & Fine Art
Fair, which takes place March
18-24, is the only event on the
inte nal art calendar
exclusive to members of the
British Antique Dealers’ Associ-
ation.

The vetted show presents a
diverse range of important fur-
niture, objets d'art and paint-
ings. Encompassing  both
antique and contemporary
items, the fair allows buyers of
all tastes and experience to add
to their collections. In recent
years the fair has seen a steady

growth in visitors and an
increase in sales above 100,000
pounds.

Ninety-eight art and antiques
dealers from around the coun-
try, representing a variety of
specialties, have confirmed
their attendance at the fair

Returning exhibitors include
leading dealers Godson &
Coles, Harris Lindsay, Thomas
Coulborn & Sons, Lennox Cato,
Frank Partridge, Anthony
Woodburn Ltd, Trinity House,
The Taylor Gallery, Sandra Cro-
nan Lid, and Holly Johnson
Antiques. The demand for
stands has increased and
among the new exhibitors at
the upcoming edition are Beaux
Arts London, Philip Mould &
Company, Michael Hughes,
Peter Lipitch Ltd and Ted Few.
The range of jewelry brought
by various dealers has always
been a highlight at the fair, and
this year i3 no exception.
Among the offerings from San-
dra Cronan Ltd is an important
pair of diamond “waterfall” ear-
rings dating from circa 1940,
each featuring eight pear cut
diamonds, and smaller
baguette cut diamonds. New

exhibitor John Joseph will
bring an Art Deco coral and dia-
mond brooch and Anthea A G
Antiques will display a bold
coral ring in 18K gold, made by
Kutchinsky and dating from
he 1970s.

Several trends have emerged
among the items being submit-
ted by the dealers for the
upcoming fair, including & rise
of KEurcpean furniture and
ohjects designed in an Oriental
style. Godson & Coles, specializ-
ing in Eighteenth-Nineteenth
Century furni
Meodern Bri

rare George 1 period, scarlet
japanned bureau cabinet,
signed by maker Daniel

Massey. Frank Partridge will

‘In A New Light’ Will Shed Insights

Vew Li
t Franeis in

LONDON — In
Giovanni Bell,

the Desert will be published in
March in association with the
Frick Collection, New York City,
by Londen-based D Giles Ltd

|\,5

232 pages), offering
hts inte an (nign‘a ic
sian work housed in the
United States.

Giovanni Bellini's “St Francis
in the Desert” is described as a
masterpiece of  Venetian
Renaissance art that has
inspired generations of visitors

to the Frick Collection. This
monumental panel pai
portrays Francis of Assisi, th
medieval Christian saint who
renounced earthly riches to
embrace a humble existence of
poverty, prayer and obedience
to the Gospels.

Departing from canonical rep-
resentations of the holy man’s
life and miracles, Bellini has
imagined Francis alone in a
mountainous wilderness, step-
ping forward from his simple
shelter into a golden light that

seems to transfigure him spiri-
tually. For centuries, viewers
have puzzled over the work's
meaning — seeking explana-
tions in a variety of pictorial
and textual sources. Until
recently, however, the artist's
practical conception and real-
ization of this vision have
remained largely unexplored.

Boasting 180 color illustra-
tions, In a New Light presents
the collective tx"dmgs of an
technical examination of the
artwork. Following & series of
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metamorphic

devote his entire stand to chi-
noiserie item: er preva-
lent style in furniture will be
fine pieces in English oak as
seen in the stands of Wakelin &
Linfield, Witney Antiques and
Shaw Edwards Antiques.

Another notable category is
clocks, which is always well rep-
resented at the fair. Anthony
Woodburn will bring a William
and Mary turtle shell and gilt
table clock dating from circa
1695 as well as a well-pre-
served Charles II walnut and
marquetry long case clock.

Fine art at the fair again
encompasses fine British exam-
ples ranging from Eighteenth
v watercolors from John
Spm-\ and Guy Peppiatt Fine

in-depth analyses
including infrared
reflectography, X-radi-
ography,  microscopy
and paint sampling —
an international group
of specialists consid-
ered the artist's work-

ing process and its
nmplncanon-‘c for the
picture's meaning.

Their findings provide
a “glimpse over Belli-
ni's \houlder’ and

research into Vi

ian Renm%a"ce
painting and its cul-
tural and religious
context.

Also published in
this illustrated book for the
first time are recently discov-
ered documents pertaining to
the provenance of “St Francis in
the Desert” during the Nine
teenth Century, as well as
thetic studies of the work’s
Franciscan milieu and early
history.

A monograph of a single pic-
ture, In a New Light comprises
essays and technical studies by
lcadmg experts in the fields of
conservation, Venet-
history of collecting
and ranciscan thought,
accompanied by many color
illustrations that reveal Belli-
ni's masterwork as never seen
before.

Contributors include Denise
Allen, curator in the Depart-
ment of European Sculpture
and Decorative Arts at the Met-

On offer from Solo Antiques will be Franz
Xavier Bergman's (1861-1936) cold-painted

bronze figure of a dancer,

circa 1900, The work is signed Namgreb,
The skirt opens to reveal a naked maiden.

Art, to modern British sculp-
ture, including Elisabeth
Frink's Assassins II from Beaux
Arts London, and contemporary
works by artist Jonathan Pike,
to whom Julian Simon Fine Art
will devote its stand.

A new development that will
benefit collectors is the associa-
tion’s introduction of certifi-
cates of provenance, which
members may now choose to
include with the sale of an
object. This is the first time
they have been available for
objects sold at the fair.

The fair will take place in the
Duke of York Square in
Chelsea. For  information,
www.bada-antiques-fair.co.uk
or +44 020 7589 6108.

Into Giovanni Bellini

ropolitan Museum of Art
and former curator at the Frick
Collection; Michael F. Cusato,
OFM, distinguished professor
of history, St Bonaventure Uni-
versity, and former director of
its Franciscan Institute, St
Bonaventure, New York: Anne-
Marie Eze, consulting curator
at the Isabella Stewart Gard-
ner Museum, Boston; Joseph
Godlam chief conservator at
the Frick Collection; Charlotte
Hale, paintings conservator at
the Metropolitan Museum of
Art; and Susannah Rutherglen,
who served as Andrew W. Mel-
lon Pre-Doctoral Curatorial
Fellow at the Frick Collection
from 2009 to 2011,

For additional information,
http/igilesltd.com or +44 020
8780 5060. For US distribution,
500-283-3572 or www.chsd.com.




